The Three Schools EYFS and KS1 Handwriting Overview (2025-2026)
Teach Handwriting Scheme
	EYFS


	Learning Goals (for the year):
	
· Learn pre-handwriting patterns
· Begin lower case print formation
· Begin numbers 0-9 formation
· Begin capital letter formation
· Begin to sit correctly
· Develop hand dominance
· Develop pencil grip
· Develop paper-tilt skills


	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Handwriting
	
-Whole class ‘Squiggle while you wiggle’ large arm movements whilst learning individual GPCs during phonics lessons.  
-Gross motor skills development through PE lessons and continuous provision following the ‘Teach Handwriting’ planning e.g. Development of core/arm strength through wheelbarrow races 
-Fine motor skills development through directed activities and opportunities within provision following the ‘Teach Handwriting’ planning e.g. Pinch pots with playdough 
-1:1 support with name writing. This is to ensure correct letter formation of this is picked up early in the year to avoid ‘bad habits’ being formed as they write their name so frequently.  
-Mark making of pre-writing shapes via adult-led activities such as diagonal lines when creating firework pictures alongside plenty of opportunity within provision e.g. Using fingers in glitter trays. 
-Staff regularly ‘pick-up on’ any incorrect letter formation noticed in ‘busy time’ and work with children to make improvements.  
-Adult focussed activities to develop the language and understanding of directions e.g. straight, up, down, around, diagonal etc to support letter formation. This will be done through games and whole class mark making.  
-Support with pen grip as needed e.g. explicit teaching of techniques to improve pen grip for those using immature holds.  

	
-Daily, small group handwriting lessons following the planning within the ‘Teach Handwriting’ scheme. These sessions will be short in length.  
- Initially the lessons will focus on directional shapes before progressing to ‘letter families’ 
- Staff will introduce letter names 
-Children will be given lined paper appropriate to their stage in handwriting. They will be scaffolded with how much tracing over letters/starting point dots needed.  
-Groups will be small to ensure teacher can monitor letter formation carefully e.g. starting positions and directions of strokes to avoid repeating incorrect formation.  
-Little Wandle formation mantras will be used and shared with parents to support practice at home. 
-Support with pen grip as needed e.g. spots on side of pencil to show where fingers need to go 
 
*Dictation during phonics lessons will now move to writing in a book, seated at a table* 

	
- Continuing with daily, small group handwriting lessons following ‘Teach Handwriting’ scheme as outlined above.  
- Children will begin being taught about the relative position and spacing of letters e.g. ascenders and descenders.  
- Paper tilt 
- Capital letter and number formation will also be introduced. 


	Year 1


	Learning Goals (for the year):
	
· Develop lower-case print formation
· Develop capital letter formation
· Develop numbers & symbols formation
· Sit correctly
· Tripod pencil grip
· Tilt paper
· Begin lower case cursive formation


	Half-termly Teaching Plans
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	
	Straight Lines; Hooks and Loops; Lines Families
Curves to Start Family (c a d o)
Curves to Start Family (g q e s)
Tunnels Family (n m h)
Tunnels Family (b, p, u, y)
Diagonal Lines Family
	Capital Straight Lines Family (L T I F E H)
Capital Straight & Slant Lines Family (V W X Y)
Capital Straight & Slant Lines Family (A N M K Z)
Capitals Straight & Curly Lines Family (D P B R)
Capital Straight & Curly Lines Family (J G Q U)
Capital Curly Lines Family (C O S)
	Numbers & Symbols (0-9 ? ! @ £)
Straight Lines, Hooks, Loops & Lines Families
Curves to start Family
Tunnels Family
Diagonal Lines Family
	Capital Straight Lines Family (L T I F E H) & Mixed Lower-Case Letters
Capital Straight & Slant Lines Family (V W X Y) & Mixed Lower-Case Letters
Capital Straight & Curly Lines Family (D P B R) & Mixed Lower-Case Letters
Capital Straight & Curly Lines Family (J G Q U) & Mixed Lower-Case Letters
Capital Curly Lines Family ( C O S) & Mixed Lower-Case Letters

	Refine Straight Lines; Hooks and Loops; Lines Families
Refine Curves to Start Family 
Refine Tunnels Family 
Refine Diagonal Lines Family
Refine Diagonal Lines Family
Refine Capital Straight Lines & Straight and Slant Lines Families
Refine Capital Straight & Curly Lines and Curly Lines Family
	Refine Print:
Straight Lines, Hooks, Loops & Lines Families
Curves to Start Family
Tunnels Family
Diagonal Lines Family
Capital and Lower-Case Letters

Cursive:
Straight Lines Family
Curves to Start Family (c a d g)
Curves to Start Family (q o e s)
Top Exit Family (r v w)
Tunnels Family (n m h b p u)
Hooks, Loops & Lines Family

	Adaptive Teaching (children not working at ARE):
	Pencil Grip:
FS Developing Hand Dominance Lessons (Stage 2 & 3)
FS Pencil Grip Lessons (Progression from Stage 2 to 3 and progression from Stage 3 to 4)
Paper Tilt & Position:
FS Poor & Average Bilateral Coordination Skills Ability Lessons
Letter Formation:
FS Non-pencil activities (Stage 2 &3)
FS Pencil & Paper Activities (Stage 1 &2)

	Pencil Grip:
Y1 Drawbridge Flip Lesson
Paper Tilt & Position:
Y1 Windscreen Wiper Lesson
Letter Formation:
FS Pencil & Paper Activities: Stages 1 & 2
Y1 Large Line Height (Purple Square)

	Pencil Grip:
Revisit sessions where needed
Paper Tilt & Position:
Revisit sessions where needed
Letter Formation:
Y1 Large Line Height (Purple Square)
Y1 Medium Line Height (Purple pentagon) if appropriate




	Year 2

	Learning Goals (for the year):
	
· Develop lower-case cursive formation
· Refine capital letter formation
· Refine numbers & symbols formation
· Begin cursive joins
· Revisit sitting correctly
· Revisit tripod pencil grip
· Revisit paper tilt


	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Half-termly Teaching Plans
	Straight lines
Hooks Loops and Lines Families
i,l,t, it, ill, till
f,j,r fir, jif, rif

Curves to start family
c,a,d,g, cad, dad, gad

Tunnels families
q,o,e,s, does, cog, goes

Diagonal lines family
r,v.w, wow, row, bow

	Tunnels family
n,m,h, home, ham, name
b,p,u,y up, puppy, pup

Line family
k,x,y,z, fizz, fox, key

Capital letters
A, B, C, D, E, F
G, H, I, J, K, L
M, N, O, P, Q
R, S, T, U, V
W, X, Y, Z

	Numbers and symbols 
0-4
5-9
? ! @ £

Starting to join using Nelson
Diagonal lines
ai, ay, ey

Joining from an e
ee, ea, ey

Joining from an i
Ie, ide, igh

	Horizontal joins
oa, ow, oe

Forming the oo sound
oo, ue, ew 

Horizontal joining from o
oi, ou, oy

Joining to the letter a
(diagonal)
ea, ear, ead

Joining to the letter r 
(diagonal)
er, ir, ur

	Practising writing the letter g
age, dge, nge, gen

Joining to the letter y
ky, hy, ly

Joining to the letter g
ting, ring, king

Joining to ascenders
al, all, alk

Reviewing the four handwriting joins (silent letters)
kn, mb, wr, wh

Joining the letter s
sh, as, es

	Practising height and size of letters (adverbs)
Ily, ely, kly

Words with apostrophes
I’m, I’ll, he’s, she’s

Joining to and from the letter i
tion, sion, cian

Joining to/from the letters 
less, ness

Joining from the letter e (superlatives)
er, ier, est, iest


	Adaptive Teaching (children not working at ARE):
	Pencil Grip:
Y1 – Drawbridge Flip Lesson
Paper Tilt & Position:
Y1 – Windscreen Wiper Lesson
Letter Formation:
Y2 Large Line Height (green pentagon)

	Pencil Grip:
Revisit sessions where needed
Paper Tilt & Position:
Revisit sessions where needed
Letter Formation:
Y2 Large Line Height (green pentagon)
Children not at ARE – Practise and refine print

	Pencil Grip:
Revisit sessions where needed
Paper Tilt & Position:
Revisit sessions where needed
Letter Formation:
Gradual reduction of line height to suitable letter size (as appropriate) Children not at ARE – Practise and refine print




