Writing in Foundation Stage at Drayton Parslow and Mursley

Summary of the main consideration points raised in the ‘Writing Framework’
Reception is a key stage in creating successful writers with particular focus on these 3 strands:

1. Oral composition 
2. Transcription - handwriting
3. Motivation to write

How we address these areas within Drayton Parslow and Mursley Foundation Stage:

1. Oral composition
· We have been awarded as ‘Communication Champions’ due to the high-quality interactions happening within the classroom; staff narrate play and extend vocabulary.  
· ‘Oracy’ whole-school focus: This is developed across the year focussing on skills such as talking in full sentences, expressing ideas clearly, developing good listening skills.  etc This is referenced to within our termly planning documents. 
· Helicopter stories: Children orally compose their own stories that an adult transcribes ahead of them performing their story as a group. This provides children with the opportunity to create a story beyond their writing capabilities and also to ‘play’ with the structure of a story. 
· Drawing club: Tier 2 vocabulary and accompanying actions introduced with every story. This bank of vocabulary builds over the year and is regularly referred back to as part of adult-led teaching but also within continuous provision. 
· Dictation as part of phonics lessons: Building from CVC words to complete sentences inline with the Little Wandle scheme. 
· Children are exposed to a wide range of rhymes and poems and high-quality texts daily. 
· Half-termly, children write an independent assessed piece. The focus is on the quality of their writing not the length. Simple captions or sentences are the aim towards the end of Foundation to meet the ELGs. Children are encouraged to orally compose their writing first. 

2. Handwriting
We have worked as a team to ensure that handwriting is taught in an age appropriate, individualised and systematic way across the Foundation Stage. 

From the spring term, handwriting will be taught daily as a distinct lesson, in small groups, using an individualised approach that is differentiated to support that child’s needs and will follow the template and structure within the ‘Teach Handwriting’ scheme. 

The progression follows the outline within the Writing Framework:

	What the Writing Framework outlines as handwriting progression (taken from pages 24-25)
	Term
	How this is met within Mursley and Drayton Parslow Foundation Stage


	1. Learning movements needed to form letters – practicing in a range of sizes e.g. in the air/leaving a trace on a surface
2. Learning how to hold and control a pencil
3. Have a secure understanding of key directional words.
	Autumn
	-Whole class ‘Squiggle while you wiggle’ large arm movements whilst learning individual GPCs during phonics lessons. 
-Gross motor skills development through PE lessons and continuous provision following the ‘Teach Handwriting’ planning e.g. Development of core/arm strength through wheelbarrow races
-Fine motor skills development through directed activities and opportunities within provision following the ‘Teach Handwriting’ planning e.g. Pinch pots with playdough
-1:1 support with name writing. This is to ensure correct letter formation of this is picked up early in the year to avoid ‘bad habits’ being formed as they write their name so frequently. 
-Mark making of pre-writing shapes via adult-led activities such as diagonal lines when creating firework pictures alongside plenty of opportunity within provision e.g. Using fingers in glitter trays.
-Staff regularly ‘pick-up on’ any incorrect letter formation noticed in ‘busy time’ and work with children to make improvements. 
-Adult focussed activities to develop the language and understanding of directions e.g. straight, up, down, around, diagonal etc to support letter formation. This will be done through games and whole class mark making. 
-Support with pen grip as needed e.g. explicit teaching of techniques to improve pen grip for those using immature holds. 

	4. Progress to teaching specific handwriting lessons to initially teach and practice moving the pencil to make pre-writing shapes e.g. horizontal, diagonal, vertical and circular strokes.
5. Progress to teaching letter formation – focussing on starting point, direction and shape.
	Spring
	-Daily, small group handwriting lessons following the planning within the ‘Teach Handwriting’ scheme. These sessions will be short in length. 
- Initially the lessons will focus on directional shapes before progressing to ‘letter families’
- Staff will introduce letter names
-Children will be given lined paper appropriate to their stage in handwriting. They will be scaffolded with how much tracing over letters/starting point dots needed. 
-Groups will be small to ensure teacher can monitor letter formation carefully e.g. starting positions and directions of strokes to avoid repeating incorrect formation. 
-Little Wandle formation mantras will be used and shared with parents to support practice at home.
-Support with pen grip as needed e.g. spots on side of pencil to show where fingers need to go

*Dictation during phonics lessons will now move to writing in a book, seated at a table*

	6. Later on, focussing on relative spacing and position
	Summer
	- Continuing with daily, small group handwriting lessons following ‘Teach Handwriting’ scheme as outlined above. 
- Children will begin being taught about the relative position and spacing of letters e.g. ascenders and descenders. 
- Paper tilt
- Captial letter and number formation will also be introduced.



Whilst handwriting is recognised as an important aspect of writing, this will not always be the focus during all writing opportunities. Teachers/TAs will always model correct letter formation and pen grip and gently remind children of these when errors are noted however, the focus of writing within phonics lessons will be on segmenting sounds for spelling and within Drawing Club the focus will be on the motivation to write and ‘have a go’ by using their phonics knowledge to express ideas. We want to ensure that the Foundation Stage provides children with the joy of writing and to enable themselves to develop the view that they are a ‘writer’.

3. Motivation
Writing should be joyful and meet the stage of the writer’s competence. To ensure this, we have adopted Drawing Club as our main literacy focus. This approach to writing allows children to be in control of what they write, it provides a fun and ‘magical’ stimulus for them to write about and to be differentiated to their own writing ability. Teacher modelling and support encourages that spark of imagination whilst also referring back to their phonic knowledge. Children write about what interests them and gives them ownership of their work.
We also encourage writing in a meaningful and age-appropriate manner through the opportunities to write within our classroom provision. This is progressive and changing across the year e.g. greetings cards to write to friends, post-it notes near to construction areas to label creations, chalks in the outside area. All of which are child-initiated and follow their interests ‘in the moment’. 

