Writing in KS1 at Drayton Parslow and Mursley

Summary of the main consideration points raised in the ‘Writing Framework’

1. Composition
· Explicit teaching of sentences
· Oral composition
· Grammar and Punctuation
· Explicit Vocabulary Instruction
· Establishing an audience for and purpose of writing
2. Transcription
· Handwriting
· Spelling
· Dictation
3. Writing across the curriculum

How we address these areas within Drayton Parslow and Mursley KS1:

1. Composition:

· Explicit teaching of sentences, grammar and punctuation

In Year 1, pupils are taught single clause sentences (containing a subject and verb) at the start of the year (building on what they have learnt in EYFS). Once they have mastered this, they are taught specific strategies to build and write multiple clause sentences, e.g. combining sentences with conjunctions, using adjectives to add information, time conjunctions and different sentence starters. Pupils are also taught about different types of sentences such as statements, questions, exclamations and commands and how to correctly demarcate these. Teachers model how to orally compose and write sentences (shared and guided writes). Where appropriate and needed, dictation is used to reduce cognitive overload and explicitly teach and practice sentence structure. Pupils are taught to use spaces between words and to use capital letters for names, the personal pronoun I and at the beginning of sentences.

In Year 2, we consolidate the teaching of the different sentence types (statements, questions, exclamations and commands) and how to correctly punctuate them. Building on from Year 1, we introduce co-ordinating and sub-ordinating conjunctions, various sentence openers such as adverbs, prepositions, time conjunctions and adjectives to help engage the reader. Children are taught how to recognise word types e.g. nouns, adjectives, verbs and adverbs and uplevel them whilst editing. Children are taught the features required for various writing genres e.g. instructional writing using imperative verbs, rhetorical questions, third person, present tense etc. Children are taught to recognise whether something is written in the past/present/future tense and apply this to their own writing.

· Oral composition

‘Oracy’ whole-school focus: This is developed across the year focussing on skills such as talking in full sentences, expressing ideas clearly, developing good listening skills, building on and challenging what has been said, etc. This is referenced to within our half-termly planning documents. (See Oracy Three Schools Overview)
Sentence level composition is taught through the use of visual prompts such as pictures, photos, story books, non-fiction books along with sentence stems. Teachers model oral composition and pupils have opportunities to practise oral composition in talk-partners, paired work, etc before writing.

· Explicit Vocabulary Instruction

The following approaches are used to teach Tier 2 vocabulary effectively to support and improve the quality of pupils’ writing:
· Using pictures of scenes (e.g. farmyard picture / cave) and from stories (Mr Postmouse), text maps (e.g. The Kalahari Dessert), physical objects (alliteration/box of gems to create similes), etc to introduce new vocabulary
· ‘Never heard the word’ grids are used to introduce and teach new vocabulary from model texts; Pupils learn these in ‘everyday language’, rather than dictionary definitions
· Talk 4 Reading unit activities teach the use of synonyms and vocabulary in different contexts (e.g. ‘Hiccups’, ‘Where the Wild Things Are’, ‘On Sudden Hill’)
· In daily Little Wandle Phonics lessons and guided reading sessions, children learn new vocabulary (and their meanings) associated with the taught grapheme for the day / words they will encounter in the GR book.
· Where new vocabulary is taught in other subjects, this is practiced and shared with parents through knowledge organisers. Retrieval activities are planned to embed and aid pupils’ understanding of the word meanings. The subject specific vocabulary that is taught supports cross-curricular writing.
· Word banks used for newly introduced vocabulary (where appropriate) to aid spelling and reduce cognitive overload.

· Establishing an audience for and purpose of writing

A balanced mix of narrative and non-narrative texts/writing is planned throughout the curriculum, such as ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ and ‘Baby Mouse’ (narrative) or a recount of a trip to the park and non-chronological report (non-narrative). A clear purpose and audience are established from the start and the structure and organisation/layout of non-narrative writing is explicitly taught (headings, sub-headings, captions, pictures). Pupils are taught about the different parts of a story (story mountain) to support and ensure correct sequence of events in narrative writing (opening, build-up, problem, resolution and ending).

‘Once Upon a Pen’ - In EYFS and KS1 pupils are encouraged to write freely through ‘Once Upon a Pen’. They are given visual prompts, ‘story starters’ and exciting pens/pencils/paper to write on. The writing they produce is not marked and pupils can be as creative and innovative as they want. When appropriate, children are given the opportunity to share their writing with their peers, on occasion, these can be published in the newsletter. They can also write at any time or in any place in the school (where appropriate).

Each year, KS1 attend the Children’s Bookshow Author event at The Stables Theatre in Wavendon. This is followed by an in-school workshop with the author and/or illustrator of the book. The purpose of the trip and workshop is to inspire children’s love for books and writing. In 2025, after the event, the pupils in KS1 submitted entries into the Children’s Bookshow Tiger Writing Competition – they had to illustrate or create a picture of a tiger and write facts about tigers (non-narrative writing opportunity).

2. Transcription

· Handwriting
We have worked as a team to ensure that handwriting is taught in an age appropriate, individualised and systematic way across KS 1. Handwriting is taught daily as a distinct lesson and follows the template and structure within the ‘Teach Handwriting’ scheme and ‘Nelson’ for joining in Year 2. When teaching joined up writing in Year 2, we cover a unit per week. It is taught in a clear sequenced progression, to support the gradual acquisition of skills. Adaptations will be made for those pupils that are not yet working at ARE.
(See KS1 Handwriting Overview 2025/2026).

In Year 1 Wide-lined paper is used, with mid-line guides to help pupils position letters. Once pupils are able to write legibly and easily on wide lined paper, paper with narrower lines are introduced and used.

In Year 2, joined handwriting is taught once pupils are able to form print letters correctly and consistently (starting and finishing each letter at the correct point and ensuring that letter sizes are properly related to other letters in the same family). Once pupils can join letters to write words, they continue to practice handwriting discretely to develop automaticity.

In KS1 we support children with the physical demands of handwriting in the following ways:
· Teaching the ‘Sitting Song’ and reminding pupils of the correct body position with pupil friendly prompts and posters;
· Teaching ‘paper-tilt’ and modelling of correct paper position (verbal and visual prompts)
· Explicit teaching and practise of physical skills through ‘warm-up’ exercises at the start of each lesson.
· Videos, visual prompts and modelling is used to support letter formation


· Spelling

Spelling in Y1 is taught through the ‘Little Wandle’ synthetic phonics programme to support the development of spelling by ensuring that pupils learn to segment spoken words into their corresponding phonemes. To encode words, children are first taught to identify the phonemes in spoken words. Then they write the corresponding graphemes to spell the words.

Teaching through’ Little Wandle’ also includes common exception words (words that contain GPCs that are unusual or have not been taught yet). Pupils are taught to spell these words by noting the part that is the exception. In Year 1, pupils practise spelling a small selection of CEW as a ‘morning task’ and this might be extended to writing a single-clause sentence containing one of the CEW (if they are able).

In Year 2, we continue to follow the Little Wandle programme. In Autumn 1 we consolidate Phase 5, Autumn 2 is Bridge to Spelling and then in Spring and Summer we follow the spelling units.

(Refer to Phonics Overview 2025 2026)

· Dictation

Dictation in KS1 is used as a way for pupils to practise transcription without overloading their working memory and to help them write more automatically. 
Pupils are given the opportunity to practise and apply their spelling through writing dictated sentences (in phonics lessons). Pupils learn how to listen, spell and read by checking their own writing against the original sentence – teachers model writing of the original sentence. Where appropriate, dictation is also used in other lessons to support pupils who not able to orally compose a sentence themselves (to reduce cognitive overload).

3. Writing Across the Curriculum

In KS1 writing is not only planned in the context of English lessons, but also across the wider curriculum. We carefully consider how writing lessons can draw on pupils’ wider learning and how other lessons can draw on what they are learning about writing. 
Writing across the wider curriculum provides pupils with opportunities to apply their writing knowledge and skills more independently.

Planning in other subjects carefully consider writing opportunities (recorded in topic books), and once per half term pupils produce a cross-curricular piece of writing in their English books, i.e. writing sentences to retell the Nativity story.

The power of writing as a means of thinking and remembering is embedded through the curriculum (Green Questions, Written Tasks at end of topic units).
