
 

 

News from The Three Schools   

Happy Half Term!  
Happy half term! We have had a fabulous couple of months at school, but as I look around each site, I can 

see lots of tired faces, it is clear that the children and staff alike are ready for the half –term break.  

 

Everyone has worked so hard and definitely in need of a break! Thank-you so much to everyone who has 

continued to support our schools to make them the fabulous places that they are.  

 

Please enjoy finding out about our experiences in this week’s newsletter. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

David May (Executive Headteacher) 

 

The KS2 Golden mile update - W.C 13th October 2025  

Gates are open at 8.25am—COME AND JOIN US! 

W.C 13th October 2025 —It's been a fantastic week for the daily mile runners this week, a great effort! 

The Star class this week is Year 3 clocking up 265 laps which is 13 miles! 

As a School collectively, we have managed to cover a staggering 543 laps which is 27 miles! 

Certificates awarded to;  

• Kieran Mc (Year 4) – 10 Miles  

 (Mrs Newman—Golden Mile Co-ordinator) 

 

Bonnie continues to bounce and tumble to triumph!   
Congratulations to Bonnie (Year 6) who attended the Regional Synchro 

Trampolining Championships last weekend and won a bronze trophy in the 

under 13s category with her partner in their first synchro competition. Their 

scores were also submitted towards the team event and they won a bronze 

medal. 

 

Bonnie also competed at the MK Open Tumbling Championships recently 

and competed her highest difficulty level to date, winning the gold medal in 

her category. 

 

Great work Bonnie – we are incredibly proud of your achievements!  

 

(Mr May – Executive Headteacher) 
 

Can you help the Foundation Stage? 
Are you having a clear out over half term? Mursley Foundation Class 

absolute love Jigsaw puzzles and board games and would like to challenge 

themselves with some different ones. Do you have any suitable that you 

have outgrown that you would like to donate please? 

 

We are also quite short of small sized grey tights in our spare clothes 

should you have any no longer required please. 

 

Thank you for your support 

 

(Mrs Towse – EYFS Leader) 

Our Christian Vision - Let your light shine before others, that they may see                                               

your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven - Matthew 5:16 

With HONESTY, RESPECT, FORGIVENESS 

and LOVE, we persevere, succeed and shine. 

Friday 24th October 2025  



Drawing Club at Drayton Parslow  
 

Well done to EYFS who have produced some wonderful work this week in their Drawing Club sessions.   

 

The children have worked so hard to create some amazing work in Drawing Club over at Drayton Parslow in 

Foundation stage. 

 

Wonderfully spooky castles with amazing ‘magic codes’ of our newly learnt sounds in phonics - some children 

even now writing words using their segmenting skills learnt in class! I’m a very proud teacher! 

 

(Mrs Cadigan – EYFS Teacher) 



KS1 Visits The Stables for The 

Children’s Bookshow  

On Monday 20th October, KS1 had the 

privilege of meeting Mariesa Dulak and 

Rebecca Cobb, the author and illustrator of 

‘There’s a Tiger on the Train’, at The Stables 

in Wavendon. Whilst Mariesa read the story 

to the children, they learnt some actions for 

each of the characters, which culminated in a 

fantastic dance routine at the end of the 

morning! The children also saw Rebecca do a 

live illustration of a new character! 

In the afternoon we were lucky enough to 

have Mariesa deliver a workshop at Drayton 

Parslow. She read them another of her books 

- The Silver Shadow. She was keen to explain 

that it had been inspired by something that 

happened to her Dad when he was growing 

up in Barbados. The story and illustrations inspired a lot of discussion about the senses - 

what might be seen, heard, smelt etc at the seaside and what sea creatures might be found in 

a rock pool. The children then went onto drawing sea creatures and making their own little 

rock pools using crafting materials.  

Rebecca led the workshop at Mursley, where the 

children had another opportunity to see her 

illustrate some characters they invented on the 

spot. She read them another one of her books, A 

Wild Walk to School’ (which was inspired by her 

own children) and the children all illustrated a 

fantastic way they’d like to travel to school!).  

A truly enjoyable experience for all the children! 

(Mrs Smuts – KS1 English Leader) 



 



KS1 Writing Competition 

The Children's Bookshow is running a competition 

for the chance to win a trip to London to visit the 

British Library. 

The winner and his/her parents will be met at the 

British Library and introduced to writer Mariesa 

Dulak, author of There’s a Tiger on The Train. 

They will then be taken around the library and 

shown how this amazing institution works and 

what it has to offer, followed by lunch in the 

British Library café. 

In addition to this trip, the winner will also receive 

a copy of a book from each of the writers and 

illustrators in The Children's Bookshow autumn programme! There will also be £200 of free 

books for the school library of the winning child. The prize is for two adults and one child 

sharing a hotel room for one night on a bed and breakfast basis and return train travel to 

London. 

Six runners up will each win a copy of There's a Tiger on the Train written by Mariesa Dulak 

and illustrated by Rebecca Cobb. 

What do I have to do? 

We would like you to draw a tiger: you can make your picture with crayons, coloured pencils, 

felt tips, paints or even collage, and then write a sentence about it. 

You could say where tigers live, what 

they eat, how long they live and whatever 

else you might be able to find out about 

them and add that to your entry. 

 

Think hard about all the possibilities and 

then draw your picture, caption it and 

send it back to school by Friday 14th 

November.  

 

We will send the entries to the Children’s 

Bookshow. 

 

Rebecca Cobb will look at your entries 

and choose the winner and six runners-

up. 
 

(Mrs Smuts – KS1 English Leader) 
 

 

 



Inter-House Cross Country Competition (23/10/2025) 
On Thursday 23rd October, we held our annual cross-country races, where every child at Swanbourne is able to 

represent their house. They were excellent. 

For the children in Year 3 (and those who have joined in other years since last year’s races) this was a first taste 

of the picturesque, yet challenging course. With grit and determination, they were all able to overcome the 

challenges of the weather and under-foot conditions and should be proud of their achievements. 

There were some outstanding performances, with the top 5 runners in each race being; 

Year 3&4 girls       Year 3&4 boys         Year 5&6 girls                         Year 5&6 boys 

Bella    Hugo    Jessica    Ted 

Izzy   Teddy C   Bonnie    Stan 

Winnie   George    Orla    Jacob 

Meya S   Theo    Felicity    Joshua 

Emily   Kai    Milly    Oliver  

          

Once the finishing positions were all collated, the winning house was; Attenborough! 

Well done to everyone for their efforts and thanks to the staff (especially Mr Mitchell for his role as the ‘Hare’) 

for supporting everyone and making the event a success. 

If your child is interested in being part of a running club, there are a couple of local opportunities; 

Milton Keynes Athletic Club 

VOAAC – Vale of Aylesbury Athletic Club 

There are also Junior Park Runs in Milton 

Keynes and other relatively local areas; 

home | Milton Keynes junior parkrun | 

Milton Keynes junior parkrun (links to 

others available on this site). 

(Mr Thorp – PE Leader)  

https://www.mkac.org.uk/
https://www.voaac.org.uk/
https://www.parkrun.org.uk/miltonkeynes-juniors/
https://www.parkrun.org.uk/miltonkeynes-juniors/


 



Kingfishers’ Pre-School Update 
 

What an amazing half term we have had at Kingfishers 

full of fun, laughter and learning. The children at 

Kingfishers have all settled in so well and we have made 

lots of new friends.  

 

At forest school we had a camp fire and toasted 

marshmallows and made smores. We made sure we were 

extremely careful holding the toasting fork over flame, 

until the marshmallows were just right. We also really 

enjoyed raking the leaves with our homemade rakes that 

we made out of trowels and sticks. We made huge piles of 

leaves which were super fun to jump in.  

 

On Thursday we held our Autumn stay and play. We were 

so pleased to see so many parents, older siblings and 

grandparents come and play. We explored seasonal 

vegetables and used some broccoli to do some autumn tree 

printing. We also made some amazingly messy potions 

with sticky coloured spaghetti and pumpkins.  

 

We had a very exciting delivery of our new Kingfishers high viz jackets this week just in time 

for more adventures after half term. These were kindly funded by The Friends and made by 

Emma Johnson at Personalise Em. We think they look very smart!  

 
(Kelly Hall – Kingfishers Pre-School Leader) 

 



Year 3 travel back in time 

 
On Monday 20th October, Year 3 went to The Chiltern Open Air Museum for 

a Stone Age and Iron Age day. We had great fun, tried many activities and 

learnt lots. 

 

We met Geth – our Stone Age Guide and found out about his home in the 

woods.  We hunted for reindeer and wild boar and we all managed to make 

fire using a flint. We worked together to make a shelter using animal hides 

and then made pigment and tried our hand at painting. by crushing charcoal 

and mixing it with fat in a scallop shell.   

 

After lunch we explored an Iron Age hut. We sat around the fire and learnt 

about how hard life was for people in that time and some of the jobs that 

children were expected to do. We helped by grinding corn, making flatbreads, 

making butter and making our own clay pots. 

 

A really good day out Year 3 – well done. 

 

Thank you to Miss J, Mrs Lea and Miss Ransley for supporting our trip. 

 

(Mrs Fisher – Year 3 Teacher) 

 



Boys’ Football update 

 
High Ash 4 – Swanbourne 2  

Last Friday the Swanbourne boys’ football team played their first league match of 

the season. As league champions last year, the pressure was high and the 

opposition were keen to get their campaign off to a good start. 

 

On a very small pitch, High Ash quickly took advantage of some of the Swanbourne 

teams lack of experience, scoring within the first few minutes. However, our players started to work 

together and began to defend with more solidity. 

 

We got back into the game when Harry, playing in goal, cleared the ball directly towards the 

opposition goal. The height of the kick and bounce of the ball confused their keeper and the ball ended 

up in the net. 

 

High Ash continued to apply pressure and were rewarded with a second goal, amid some confusion in 

the Swanbourne defence. They then netted a third just before half-time. 

The break in play was needed, as due to injury and illness Swanbourne had no replacements. This 

meant that each player was required to play the whole game. Despite this Oliver managed to catch the 

opposition defence out and slotted the ball past the keeper, to bring us back to within one goal. 

Unfortunately, only a minute later, High Ash scored again, securing a victory for them. 

Special mention goes to Harry, who was voted player of the match. He made numerous outstanding 

saves, to keep us in the game for as long as possible. 

 

Well done to the team, who battled hard and gave their best. For two players this was the first 

competitive football match that they have ever played, so they should be proud of their performance. 

 

Girls’ Football update 

 
Thomas Hickman 2 – Swanbourne 0   

 

Girls’ Football Match v Thomas Hickman School (21-10-25) 

On Tuesday the Swanbourne girls’ football team played their first game of the season, amid much 

excitement. It was an away match, in the first round of the cup competition. 

This was a relatively new experience for almost all of our players, as none of them play football outside 

of school. What they lacked in experience they more than made up for in enthusiasm! 

The game began at a frantic pace, with the girls trying really hard to play controlled, possession-based 

football. The focus was intense and everyone committed to the cause. It was about halfway through 

the half when the opposition managed to get the ball into the net for a 1-0 lead. An unfortunate 

miskick then presented Thomas Hickman with an easy score, making it 2-0 just before half-time. 

Following the break, Swanbourne continued with their dogged determination. They battled for every 

ball and made a series of both excellent defensive plays and chances to break away and score. By this 

stage Jane had taken over goal-keeping duties from Nansi and pulled off a number of great saves. This 

earned her the player of the match for Swanbourne. 

Despite several attempts, we were unable to get the ball into the opposition net, but we were able to 

prevent them from extending their lead. Whilst this 2-0 defeat means that we won’t progress any 

further in the cup competition, the league matches will start after half-term and this has been good 

preparation for that. 

Well done girls. You kept the enthusiasm and enjoyment levels throughout, making it an exciting 

game for all involved, whether playing or spectating. 

(Mr Thorp – KS2 Football Coach) 

 



Winslow Rotary Shoebox Appeal 

 
What is the Rotary Shoebox appeal? 

 
To bring a little happiness to disadvantaged children in Eastern Europe, often in orphanages, The 

Three Schools have volunteered to support the Winslow Rotary by joining join the many schools across 

the country by participating in the Rotary Shoebox Scheme. 

 

Each year the Winslow Rotary organisation sends Shoeboxes full of gifts, filled by their supporters 

(schools, business and individuals), to trusted partners for distribution to countries in Eastern Europe 

including Romania, Moldova and Ukraine. 

 

Although many boxes are delivered in time for Christmas (and there is still time to do that this year) 

the scheme runs all year round, not just for Christmas.  

 

How we will be able to take part? 

 

• Winslow Rotary will provide us 

with specially designed 

shoeboxes delivered to the 

schools 

 

• There are four types of content 

you can choose to fill boxes and 

typically schools opt for either a 

box of toys for boys and girls or a 

box with contents geared 

towards teenagers/young people 

up to 18 years of age. 

 

• We are inviting pupils and 

families to take a shoebox home 

and fill it with gifts. 

 

• There is no charge to the school 

for the box itself as Winslow 

Rotary covers the £2 donation 

requested by the organisers for 

each box which contributes 

towards the cost of transport. 

 

• School will then contact Winslow 

Rotary when all of our boxes are 

ready for collection and they will 

be taken away for delivery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We now have the shoeboxes in school, if your family would like to take part in this opportunity to 

support this wonderful charity, please email your school office or request a shoebox from the school. 

 

Shoeboxes will need to be returned to school by Friday 28th November 2025.  

 

 



Year 2 pupils moving up to Junior School in September 2026  

For parents of pupils currently in Year 2 at Drayton Parslow and 

Mursley please read the information leaflet and ensure you 

consider the following important information parents need to do: 

 

• Apply online for a junior school place by 15th January 2026 

- This is a national closing date.  

 

• If you are the council tax payer you will need to inform 

Buckinghamshire Council your council tax account 

number for address evidence purposes.  

 

• If you are not the council tax payer then you must send an 

electricity or gas bill no more than 3 months old. 

 

• Parents who do not apply on time are less likely to get a 

place at their preferred school/s.  

 

What should you be doing now?  

 

• Visit the website for information about moving up to Junior school buckinghamshire.gov.uk 

 

• The ‘Find my child a school place’ service on the website has additional information about our 

junior schools buckinghamshire.gov.uk 

 

• Check the website of the schools you are interested in to see whether they can offer a virtual 

open event or other options to learn more about the school. Check to see which is your nearest 

or catchment junior school to see if they could meet your child’s needs. 

 

Key Dates - For Children Starting School or Moving up to Junior School in September 2026 

 

5th November 2025 
Primary Portal opens at 11am on this date 

(Buckinghamshire residents only) 

13th January 2026 
Paper application for junior school to be returned to the infant 

school by 9am 

15th January 2026 

DEADLINE 

Reception and Junior Transfer online applications Primary Portal 

closes at midnight 

29th January 2026 

Latest date for moving into or within Buckinghamshire (and 

providing evidence to show residency) for us to use the new address 

for the first round of allocations. 

Final date for agreed ‘special cases’ to be considered as ‘on time’ (a 

house move is not considered to be a special case). 

Applications received between 16 January and 29 January that are 

not deemed to be ‘special cases’ will be processed for 16 April but 

will be considered after all ‘on time’ applications have been 

processed (late but included in the 1st round) 

 

 



16th April 2026 *National Primary Allocation Day* 

30th April 2026 

 

Closing date for: 

1st round acceptances via the online portal which closes at 11.59pm 

New applications for the 2nd round 

Mover address evidence for the 2nd round. 

21st May 2026 
2nd round allocations emailed to parents and community schools 

advised of further admissions. 

28th May 2026 

Closing date for: 

• acceptances from 2nd round 

• new applications for 3rd 

• changes of preference 

• mover address evidence for 3rd round.  School Portal closes 

21st June 2026 

School Portal opens 3rd round allocations and waiting list positions 

emailed to parents and community schools advised of further 

admissions. 

28th June 2026 

Closing date for: 

• acceptances from 3rd round 

• new applications for 4rd 

• changes of preference 

• mover address evidence for 4th round.  School Portal closes 

7th July 2026 Transition Day - Children attend their new school for the day 

26th July 2026 Waiting list positions advised to parents 

26th July 2026 Closing date for: acceptances from 4th round 

From 29th June – 26th July 2026 
Applications will be processed by 2nd August – where places are 

available 

Applications received after the 

26th July 2026 
Will be allocated on an ad hoc basis – where places are available 

September 2026 The new school year starts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



  



 



The Three Schools Calendar and Important Dates (2025-2026) 

Friday 24th October 2025 All Three Schools  Break up for October Half Term  

Monday 3rd November 2025  All Three Schools  Autumn Term 2 Starts  

Tuesday 11th November 2025  All Three Schools  Remembrance Services 

Thursday 13th November 2025  Drayton Parslow (Year 1)  Celebration Assembly (2.50pm) 

Friday 14th November 2025  All Three Schools  Children in Need (Spots & Stripes Day)  

Friday 28th November 2025  All Three Schools  Winter Disco  

Monday 8th December 2025  Mursley & Drayton Parslow 

Nativity Dress Rehearsal – 

Grandparents & Younger Siblings to 

watch (2.00pm) 

Wednesday 10th December 2025 Mursley & Drayton Parslow Nativity Performance (2.00pm) 

Thursday 11th December 2025  Mursley & Drayton Parslow Nativity Performance (2.00pm) 

Monday 15th December 2025  Mursley & Drayton Parslow Christingle Services  

Tuesday 16th December 2025  Swanbourne (Year 6)  Christmas Cracked (10.00am) 

Wednesday 17th December 2025  All Three Schools  Christmas Cinema Trip 

Wednesday 17th December 2025  Kingfishers Pre-School  Christmas Party  

Thursday 18th December 2025  Swanbourne (KS2)  
KS2 Christmas Concert  

(9.30am & 2.00pm) 

Friday 19th December 2025  All Three Schools  Christmas Jumper/Headwear Day 

Friday 19th December 2025  All Three Schools  Break up for Christmas 

Monday 5th January 2026 All Three Schools  INSET DAY  

Tuesday 6th January 2026  All Three Schools  Spring Term 1 Starts  

Wednesday 14th January 2026  Mursley & Drayton Parslow (Year 1) ZSL Tring Museum Trip  

Monday 2nd February 2026  Swanbourne (Year 5 & Year 6)  Young Voices Concert 

Friday 13th February 2026  All Three Schools  Dare to be different day  

Friday 13th February 2026  All Three Schools  Break up for February Half Term 

Monday 23rd February 2026  All Three Schools  Spring Term 2 Starts  

Friday 27th March 2026  All Three Schools  Break up for Easter Holidays  

Monday 13th April 2026  All Three Schools INSET DAY  

Tuesday 14th April 2026  All Three Schools  Summer Term 1 Starts  

Wednesday 15th April 2026  All Three Schools  Parents Evenings (3.30pm – 8.00pm) 

Thursday 16th April 2026 Swanbourne (KS2) Parents Evenings (3.30pm – 6.30pm) 

Monday 4th May 2026  All Three Schools  Early May Bank Holiday 

Saturday 16th May 2026  All Three Schools  Colour Run  

Thursday 21st May  All Three Schools Break up for May Half Term  

Friday 22nd May 2026  All Three Schools INSET DAY  

Monday 25th May 2026  All Three Schools  May Bank Holiday 

Monday 1st June 2026  All Three Schools  Summer Term 2 Starts 

Monday 8th June – Friday 12th June 2026  Swanbourne (Year 6) Skern Lodge Residential Trip  

Wednesday 17th June 2026  All Three Schools  Book Look 

Friday 19th June 2026  All Three Schools  Summer Disco 

Friday 26th June 2026  All Three Schools  INSET DAY  

Wednesday 1st July 2026  All Three Schools  Transition Day  

Thursday 2nd July 2026  Swanbourne (Year 6)  Transition Day 2 (Year 6 only) 

Friday 10th July 2026  All Three Schools  Speech Cup Final  

Monday 13th July 2026  Swanbourne (Year 6)  Year 6 Production (7.00pm)  

Tuesday 21st July 2026  Mursley & Drayton Parslow (Year 2) Year 2 Leavers’ Services (2.30pm) 

Wednesday 22nd July 2026 Swanbourne (Year 6) Year 6 Leavers’ Services (9.30am) 

Wednesday 22nd July 2026  All Three Schools  Break up for Summer Holidays 



 


